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I )cscription:

Small succulent plants native to dry arcas ol'South Africa. Plants consist of two leavcs
fr-rsed togcther in the shape ofan inverted cone. A fissure at the top ofthe plalrrt divides
lhe two lcaves.

l,ithops grows in stony, gravcly soil. They so closely rcsemble the stoncs among which
they grow that they arc hard to see. Their mimicry is a delbnse mechanism to cteter
grazing animals seeking moisturc.

ln the wild they arc fbund in mineral soils with a pl I range liom 4.5 to 10.5 in rainl'all
areas that average from 10" - 25". and some in areas that avemge only 2". l hc lattcr
plants receive moisturc in addilion to the 2" from lbg and mists.
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t.l[x)n lirst bringing lithops home l'rcm a nurscry, introduce thcm gradually b bright. hot
sunlight or Lhey may sunbum. A southem exposure is bcst. Moming fid somc aflcmoon
hours ol sunlight are salb once the plant has adju$ed to morc lighl than thc nurscry
providcd. Protect liom buming during exceptionally bright, prolonged hot sunlight by
giving shade in the aliemoons. (lnside, near a window protect liom hot late allemq)n
sun, and also liom very cold nights by removing them back a distance liom thc window
glass.) Il'you have had a long, dark spell, again rcintroduce thcm to periods ofsunlight
gradually. allowing them time to adjust. Ifplants begin to "reach.or elongate, they are
nol getting enough sunlight and they will dic.
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Remember, thcre arc normally two periods of time in thc growth cyclc that you nray
water, and thcre l's possibly a third time which could become necessary.

In Sunmer the plants are in dormancy. No watcl at this time. Mid-August to lab nugust
water deeply to start the growing period in dormant plants. (Every two weeks to four
wecks during active growth.) I he fissure will bcgin to part and depending upon the age
ofthe plant, usually 4 to 5 years old, abud may appear. Itwill open in the aftemoons for
abour I0 days, unless it should become pollinated earlier. Ihe flower is daisyJike.



Aller the bbom. two new lcaves will app!'ar. Stop watering. |rom this point onward, thc
new lcaves will draw moisture liom thc old leaves. When the old leavcs are completely
dry they may be removed. Now you can watcr lightly two or thrce times to incrca-se the
size ofthe new leaves and STOP watering. Always let the soil dry out completely
belwccn watedngs. Now comes the Summer dormancy period.

THE EXCEP'I'ION

Should plrurts becomc spongy during the dormant scason.
watcr lightly two or three times only to allow the plants to rcgain thcir flrmncss.

POTTIN(i

tjse a po1 that is 4" - 5" deep with holes lirr drainagc. tJsc 407o Supersoil with thc
addition ol about 5070 pumice. 109/o coarsc sand OR you can use a cactus mix with the
addition ol l/3 pumice. lfyou lbrtilize at somc point in the lirture. use a highly dilutcd
mixturc ofa nitrogen l'ertili/€r.
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Poke a holc in thc soil and inscrt thc root cone into the soil lcaving about % ol'the plant
above ground. Firm up soil around the root. Plant randomly. You may add a lbw
pebbles eud thcn covcr thc rest of the soil with gravcl. Lithops may multiply by sending
out new plants liom their root cone once they are l'ully mature plants.

Your own observation will, over time, be your guidc. Plants diller. Somc may be hardier
than others and more adaptable to your own circumstanccs and carc.

Relbrenccs: l,ithops in Habitat, by Cole, D.T.; Lithops l;lowering Stones. by Cole,
l).1 .;Lithops lbr the Curious, the Collector. and the Cultist. by Rowlerte, Nichotas.


