
Sonto Borboro CocEus ond Succulent Societg

The Culture of Cacti and Succulents

BASIC SOIL MIX:
use one third organic materirl (leaf mold or humus with fiDest parricles sifted oul ancr used in rhe
garden), one third sand (a corrse typeorcoarse decomposed gmnite, neverbeech or builders saod) and
one third pomus inorgrnic material (pumice or perlite). The importsnl requirem€nt is ro have a soil
mix which is porous rnd allows for rapid drNinage ofwrter. sm.ll rmourrs ofbone rnd blood mealor
tir''ed releese fertilizers such as osmocote or Mag-amp may be rdded rs*ell as trace€lemenrs suah as
Vim- Smrll qurntitics are used because the plant will trk€ time to reeslablish and roots may b€ broken
end will take time to become fullyactive sgein. Some groweBar€ usinge Inix such as Supcrsoil, which
contains mostly humus, at|d combining this with l/3 to rZ ofp.rlite or pumice.

CONTAINER:
Cersmic, unglazed clay pots or plestic are all satisfactory. Clazed poas may be used with great care,
pmvided they drain w€ll. However, e clay pot allows the soil lo dry frster than the ghzed or plestic
type. Any potshould have a botlom dr.inrge hole. A smrll pieceofplastic window screen phced over
the hole in the bottom ofthe pol will hold the soil in and keep utrwrnted crestures out. lfyou feelyou
need to incrers€ drainagc you mey use a thin hyer ofpumice or perlite in the bottom ofthe pot. Usethe
smellest size container that scems rppmpriate for the size end shape of the plont. plants should be
.epoated rs they grow larger or ahe soil needs to be renawed - usually ,fter one or more years.

LIGHT:
Don'l place newly scquired or frcshly repotted plants in full sun! They mry be damaged if ahey hcve
been in r rnore shrded location or just the trrnsplf,nting shock msy rcq|rire rdditionaI protection. The
amounl ofsunlight for normrl growing *ill depend on the planl, aod you will have to observe the plant
cercfully to determine the proper amount end/or research how it gtows in the wild.

While stmng light is needed for mosa suaculents to re{ch their full poa€ntirl and notget leggy, gradual
.cclimation is the key. Move the plsnts grrdually into the sunlight as you wstch for signs ofsunbum or
blcrching ofth€ stems or leave3. Someplstrts dowell in f i l tered l ightareas,and if this isnoaavailablc,
provid€ protection witb shrde cloth.

VENTILATION:
All plants need good NL circul.tior. Datnp un-ventilated locations {re io be avoided.

WATERING:
Remember that most s[cculetrts bave evolved in nature to be vcry coDsefative in their use ofwater,
However, this does not mean lhey don't need Nny water. Many ofour pladas are grown in pots, which
coDlitres the roots toa small space. Because the root erer isso much smallerth{d in natureorgrowing
itr the landscape, the plants catr use fairsmounts ofwaterduridg theirglrrwi'tg season. Water the plents
until the soil mix is thomughly moist, then lct the plant dry out between wrterings.



Water less frequently when tbe plana is resting or dormant (signs ofinactivity - no growth oryellowing
of the l€aves etc). Summer grcwing plants ar€ dormant in the cooler mooths. However, some planas rre
winter growers and shut down in tbe dry, hot season. Ifyou are uosu.e, witbhold water and watch the
plaots. It belps to learn where the plaDt originrt€d, to lind out when abe growth time is, for examplc the
raitry seeson or the summer season.

WheD thcweatheris cool and cloudy, erron the side ofunder-watering. Never w|ter N l'et plant. More
succulents are killed by over-watering than by any other ceuse. B€ing cold and wet simultaneously can
be disastrous for many succuletrls.

PESTS:
Mealy bugs, mites, aphids (mostly on llowerstrlks) and scsle Nrc the most fr€q uently €ncounter€d pests
on succulents. Ants spread and teDd meny ofthese p€sls so use control measures for the ants. Snails,
slugs and caterpillars may also dsDsge succulents. Consult r loc{l nursery or th€ locrl cactus rnd
succulent societ for help in co|rt]olling pcsts and for thc latesa information in regsrd to the safest
sprays.

FERTILIZER:
Whetr the plsots are rctively growing, most ofted spring through early summer, th€y may be fed with a
complet€ ferlilizer. Through lale summer use fertiliz€rs with low or zero nitmgen, since you do not
went ao create "softn growth when plrnts sre going into winter dormrncy. If the succulcnt is a winler
grower, it should be fed et lhrt time rnd not in the spring and summer. Some grow€$ usc one quarler
strength fertilizer with every other wrtering, as long ss the plar|t is actively growing, Other groweE use
f'tqrent fungicide appliaraions with plants (hat are known ao rol eesily

Good cultur€ comes from careful observation of the plant itself. Knowing wh€re the pl.nt
originated is also helpful. Wh.t rre the temperatures - highs and lows, the rainfall and
elevation?

The Sonto Bo6oro Coctus 6 Su((ulen! So(i@tv m@€G on the first Fridov of @verv month.
ot 7:30 p.m., ot the i o(Kemie Pork Rdult Buildlng (Los Positos neor Stote 5t.). Our
meetings ore free ond open to the public. uJe hove monthlv guest speokers, roffle
pfonts ond fre@ cuttings ot the meatings. lvlembership dues are: Fomilv $14.
lndividuols $19. Bcnefits include o monthlv neursletter, librorg privilages and o tree
plont ot our onnuol December Holidop Portv. For more informotion conto<t: John Bl€<k ot
968-5519, Bett@ €lioson ot 967-8905 or Mike Mc(ommon ot 966-0536.


